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Kirktonholme Primary
How good is our school?
Parent survey March 2017

Please share any improvements you have seen in our school
Bike sheds (9 responses)
My children want to bring their scooters/bikes more often
We love the new bike shed

Staff (4 responses)
Improved leadership
Approachable staff
Mrs Wright has created a very friendly and encouraging environment in the school
New janitor

Parental involvement 
Valued parental contribution
Better parental involvement
Good team building activities 

Life of the school (7 responses)
Friday master classes
The master classes are fantastic
I really like the master classes and think this is a great idea.
Involving children in different activities 
Good P7 activities
Movie nights
Lots of sports and clubs with teacher involvement

Communication (11 responses)
Communication has improved 
Good communication
Communication is excellent 
Better communication
Communication from school with parents (i.e. Letters home, text etc) has improved in the last year or so
The monthly newsletter is good too with all the information that's put into it
Communication is great
Much better communication and warning of dates of events coming up
Communication regarding my children's learning and progress is very good
New homework diaries at the start of term
Newsletter with dates well in advance has been helpful

Other
Level of homework is more manageable this year
The walls have been painted 

What aspects of our school do we need to improve?
Car park
Parking, traffic control
Parking and make sure no one smokes on school grounds
This will continue to be a focus for our Junior Road Safety Officers

Website
School website-keep it more up to date
More info on websites
The website could be better used / up to date
Keep the school web page up to date.
We will continue to work on this

Playground
The football pitch
Playground resources
Fix the football pitch 
My son would like to see the football area improved
A shelter for parents in playground for drop off/pick up
I have been assured that our football pitch repair is imminent.  Our Creativity Council have consulted with the children and purchased new resources for the playground. 

Outdoor play
Outdoor play and interactive learning to develop problem solving skills and team building.
More excursions
One of the barriers we face for excursions is having enough parent helpers, if you are able to help please speak to our office team who will explain how you can provide your support.

Homework 
Homework - making it purposeful and only given when necessary.  Suited more to needs of pupils. Research based in upper stages with more pupil choice.
This term our older pupils have personal topics as homework activities.  We are also trying to provide more optional family orientated homework challenges so the whole family can get involved.

Communication
Communication - sometimes little notice given for things we need to plan for
Photos of special activities e.g. Mad hair day, dress up
Possible introduction of school twitter page, however, I appreciate this requires commitment from staff
Communication with parents as to child's learning, more often. I would like a written report card like I used to have when I was at school.  
Still don't like parents night being in busy, noisy, not private gym hall.  Appointments could be longer as always run over anyway.
School newsletter is always issued and published on the first school day of the month.  This can be referenced on the website.  We are exploring other ideas of how best to ‘digitally’ communicate.  Our homework diaries provide a more regular and personal means of sharing with you what your children have been learning. Written report cards are issued in June and there are a variety of other planned events throughout the year which enable us to share your child’s learning with you.
Unfortunately we are unable to offer longer parent night appointments but please use the homework diaries, or make another appointment, to communicate with the class teacher.


Other
some form of online payment system for paying school lunches.
I have continued to request this facility and have been advised that this is being piloted in some schools.
Socio economic inclusion - frequent fundraising activities must put pressure on low income families
We now have measures in place to assist some families by providing free tickets to discos, shows etc.  If you are concerned about your financial situation, please come and talk to me in confidence.
Sometimes I have to use breakfast club and I feel that the responsible thing to do with the younger more vulnerable children, should not be to put them into the playground at 845
The breakfast club is not a child care facility but a means to help children have a healthy start to their day.  South Lanarkshire Council Facilities only provide breakfast staff until 8.45am.  
I would love our children to learn a second language in primary school
All of our children learn French and P5s learn Spanish.
Soap in bathroom is usually really runny
Can't think of any
I don't have any complaints
We have no complaints regarding any aspect of the school or the staff
I see no negatives at present


Are there any other aspects of your child's education you would like more information about?

Assessment & reporting
Class tests prior to high school. Dates and structure to ensure children are prepared 
Our children currently take part in a maths and reading assessment.  Class teachers prepare the children for these and reflect the work they are already doing within the class.  
The new testing which comes in this year.
How is my child doing in comparison to the norm for her age/level - not necessarily others in her class but across 10 year olds in general. Should be automatically be given the results of the "national" assessments that take place.
New National Testing will be in place from August this year and will involve P1, P4 and P7 children sitting a variety of online assessments and are presented to children in the form of quizzes.  Further information will be be made available next session.  
I would like to see a weekly or monthly progress report
We have combined the learning journeys and homework diaries to keep you more informed about aspects of your child’s learning.  Unfortunately it wouldn’t be possible for staff to complete weekly progress reports.


Masterclasses
What are masterclasses? What are the subjects for these? 'a day in the life' of the class.
Masterclasses happen on a Friday afternoon and allow pupils an opporuntity to choose a different skill to learn and is delivered by a different teacher.  We issued Masterclass information in a booklet and they are available at the main entrance.  We try to include ‘a day in the life of’ during our Meet the teacher session in September and we have our Open Afternoon in May. 

Communication
Updates after 'assessment' weeks
We structure our parents nights after our ‘progress’ weeks so we can provide you with up to date information on your child’s progress.
Don't know a lot as our child is not good at telling is anything - don't think this is something you can resolve
I think this is an age old problem of “What did you do at school today?” and “Nothing” being the standard answer.  This is why we have introduced the new homework diaries so you have information about some of your child’s learning from the week.
Information perhaps on how they do gym? Is it for one hour? Do they listen well?
We provide two hours of PE a week. Specific information is available from class teachers.  For our P1 parents we were able to provide a parent and child PE lesson.
Set out examples for homework and how it should be taught
Homework activities should be an activity to help them practice skills they have learned in the classroom.  If your child is experiencing any difficulty please let the class teacher know.  
No we feel fully informed
No I'm very happy with their education. 
I am well informed about my daughter's education
I feel I am well informed
I feel we are kept very well informed about the kids so don't see any room for improvement
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Do you have any other comments or suggestions for us?

Extra curricular
Possibility of more extra curricular activities.  however, I appreciate this requires more staff giving up their own time
Yes this is true and we would be delighted to work with any parents who have skills to support after school clubs.  We also have the difficulty of lack of space for the more sporty clubs as we only have use of our gym hall and outdoor space.
We enjoy the extra curricular events and parental involvement (i.e. Rookie Rockstars)
This was a highlight of my year too!

Composite class
Worried about my child being placed in a composite class
Composite classes are a regular feature of our school and should not be an area of anxiety for anyone – child or parent.  Composite classes exist due to the number of teachers allocated to a school and this is decided by South Lanarkshire Council.  All classes have children with mixed ability levels in them and teachers teach them accordingly.  Composite classes have a pupil limit of 25 and in our school this means they are our smallest classes. Further information is available on our website.
 
Other
I would like an online payment system for school dinners
Continuing to pursue this with South Lanarkshire Facilities
Several incidents of theft - ban bringing toys and cards please!
Children are discouraged from bringing any toys to school 
I am disappointed with the new homework diaries, a lot of unnecessary information and I am less motivated to complete them than the previous one.
The diaries have lots of tools to help support your child’s learning eg number grids etc and should be a means of helping to share information about your child’s learning. We will take on board your views when evaluating the introduction of these diaires
Always make time for gym and physical activities even on busy weeks
I agree.  We have advised classes to utilize the space outdoors so children can still benefit from PE even if other events are happening.  Class teachers also make use of programmes like Jumpstart Jonny to support fitness levels and this can be delivered in the classroom.
More pupil choice when choosing topics
We have structured topics in place to meet the requirements of our Curriculum, however, we try to offer our children a variety of opportunities for their own choice in other areas, such as Masterclasses and some homework activities. 

Positive comments
All of our three girls love the school and love attending.  Keep up the good work.
No, thank you for doing a good job with our boys
I am happy with the progress my children are making at Kirktonholme and the updates / information I receive
Our two boys enjoy school very much and I feel privileged that ours attend Kirktonholme 
Just keep up the good work!
Being new to the school, I have found staff to be very helpful and informative about the boys.  They are enjoying being involved in all aspects of the school day.
Newsletter is great
No very happy
Happy with all aspects of the school
We are happy with how our son is thriving
Keep up the good work, Miss Mailley is a fabulous teacher 
I think this is a great school and my daughter is happy here
I feel that I am well informed about my child's learning already.
Good to see lots of sports and clubs taking place within and out with school hours


Thank you to everyone who shared their thoughts and opinions with us.  We really value your comments and not just the positive ones!  It is important that we hear from our parents’ perspective as it is not always obvious to us if there is a change required.  Every year we review our progress as a school and share this with you.  If you have any other suggestions or comments then we are always willing to listen and discuss further.
Number of surveys returned 47
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